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indexed. Not illustrated. 1852 Excerpt: .supposing that the old lady sank ten years of her age (and there are
statements in existence of 1464 being the year of her birth); or else by supposing that the story of her marriage
in the reign of Edward IV. was not her own, but communicated, at second-hand and erroneously, to the artist.
On this point | hope some of your more learned correspondents will favour us with their opinion. There has also
been recently sent me by a friend an extract from the Birch Collection, British Museum (Add. MSS. 4161.), being
transcripts of a Table Book of Robert Sidney, second Earl of Leicester, which contradicts the inscription in some
particulars: but Lord Leicester writes in a loose and apparently not very authentic style. He states, on the
authority of a Mr. Harnet, that the Countess of Desmond came to petition the Queen (Elizabeth), and not King
James; and quotes Sir W. Raleigh (on memory) as saying that he (Sir W. R.) saw her in England in 1.589. He also
talks of her death as occurring at the end of the reign of Queen Elizabeth, and as being caused by a fall from a
nutt-tree. | do not think, indeed, that much weight should attach to these notes of Lord Leicester; but it is fair to
give all that comes to light, whether it makes against or for the authenticity of what one wishes to establish. V.
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